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APPEARANCES: (Appearing renotely via Zoom
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Ther eupon, the follow ng proceeding began at 10:00 a. m:

VI CE CHAIR BROAWN:  Good norning, everyone.
Today is Novenber 16th. The tine is 10:00 a.m |
hope you all can hear nme clearly. Qur court
reporter, Ms. Iris Cooper, is here wth us today as
wel I, and she's going to be transcribing. So when
you speak, just please state your nane for the
record so that she can have a clear record as she
transcribes it.

Before we get into our neeting today, which
will be very brief, | would like to turn it over to
our executive director, M. Lou Tronbetta for a
moment of personal privilege.

MR, TROMBETTA: Thank you, Vice Chair Brown.
For the record, Lou Tronbetta. | amthe executive
director for the Gamng Comm ssion. | just want to
say a quick word before we start this neeting to
recogni ze an enpl oyee that unfortunately lost his
life unexpectedly |ast week.

Charlie, as many of you know, was part of the
IT team He was the second I T enpl oyee that was
hired and instrunental in the Gam ng Comm ssion
getting to where we are. He played a big part in
just hel ping everybody.

| can't really say enough about him but | did
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just want to take a mnute to recogni ze him and

just thank himand just say a good word about him

So thank you, Comm ssioner Brown.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. And with that,
| would like to turn it over to Conm ssioner
D Aquila who, if you would like to, join us in a
brief non-denom national prayer.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA:  Thank you, Vice
Chairman. Please join ne in a nonent of silence.

Charlie, your tech brilliance conbined wth
your sincere caring nature was the ultinmate nodel
of serving | eadership needed in building this new
conmi ssi on.

You built us a very strong cloud, but perhaps
are now called to be upon a greater cloud. As your
new j ourney begins, we hope and pray a |lighted path
Is yours and you are conforted by God's warm
enbrace. Ride on, our dear friend. Peace be
yours. W cel ebrate and renmenber you

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you, Conm ssi oner
D Aquila. It was beautiful. Charlie was such a
speci al person. If you net him you would know
that he just had a special inner light that he kind
of radiated. You just knewit. He was such an

i nportant part of our team and we al ready feel
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such a profound |loss, so | appreciate the kind

words that you all did.

Conmi ssi oners, any other coments before we
get into the neeting?

COMM SSI ONER DRAGO:  Vice Chair, can | just
say a couple of things?

VI CE CHAIR BROMN:  Absol utely, Comm ssioner
Dr ago.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: | know |I'm feeling what
everyone else is feeling here. O course, | didn't
know Charlie as Iong as many of the fol ks here, but
he was part of our famly and part of our team He
was so welcomng to ne, not only in terns of IT.

| nmean, he was great with that. But just as a
person just welcomng ne to the Comm ssion, hel ping
me any way he possibly could. Just sitting down
talking with him tal ki ng about hi m playing pool
and the different things he was doing and so forth.

|'mreally going to mss that, and I wish his
whole famly the best and will certainly have ny
prayers. Comm ssioner D Aquila, thank you so nmuch
for that prayer. | really do appreciate it. Thank
you, Vice Chair, for a couple mnutes there.

VI CE CHAI R BROAWN: Thank you, Conmi ssi oner
Dr ago.
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|f there are no other coments, we are going

to go right into the nmeeting. W have two itens on
our agenda, starting with the H SA assessnent
di scussi on.

And for those in the public that would like to
speak, there's a button on the Go-To Meeting to
rai se your hand. Please just raise your hand, and
we' || recogni ze you.

Let's turn to staff right now on Item No. 1.

MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you, Conmm ssioner Brown.
So ItemNo. 1 is discussion on the Horseracing
Integrity Safety Act. Just as a point of
background, the Horseracing Integrity Safety Act
created a federal authority to oversee horseracing
around the country, so it's a federal organization.

State raci ng conm ssions annually have an
option of opting in to pay an assessnent that is
calculated by HISA. This is our second year with
this decision point. The decision has to be nmade
by the comm ssi oners.

| believe Elizabeth Stinson is also on the
line, if there's any substantive questions. But
just as a point of background, H SA has assessed
the State of Florida alnost $6.8 million to

participate in the horseracing and safety
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authority's program

The State Racing Comm ssion's initial decision
Is whether or not to pay this anmount to H SA

directly. The calculation is based on a nunber of

1

2

3

4

5 things. But nost directly, it's essentially the

6 nunber of starts in the state and the purses that
7 are paid.

8 In the previous year, the Florida Gam ng

9 Control Comm ssion did not opt in to nake the

10 paynment as part of the program In the neeting

11 materials, we've included letters that we've

12 received fromthe Authority, including the budget
13 and a letter that describes how the assessnent wl|
14 be broken down and the possibility for credits

15 | at er on.

16 There's also a draft letter that staff has

17 prepared that, depending on how the Conm ssion

18 votes today, will be sent to H SA on behalf of the

19 Gam ng Comm ssi on.

20 Wth that, Vice Chair, if there's any other
21 questions, we can be available. ['Il turn it back
22 to you.

23 VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. [|I'msure there

24  probably are some questions on this with the budget

25 Dbeing so nmuch higher and the assessnents to Florida

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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1 being so nuch greater than we originally

2 anticipated with Gul fsteam particularly being

3 assessed the nost of any track in the country.

4 That being said, | nmean, I'mgoing to turn it
5 over to the comm ssioners for questions. |'msure
6  Conm ssioner D Aquila has sone and the others as

7 well. | just want to make sure that the FTC has to
8 sign off on this budget before it goes to any State
9 comm ssions?

10 MR. TROMBETTA: I'll ask Liz to kind of

11 correct nme if I'"'mwong here, but | believe that is
12 the case. The budget, the way the budget is

13 created, essentially H SA creates the budget. This
14  year they provided nmuch nore information than

15 previ ous years, and | believe it does have to be

16 approved by the FTC

17 M5. STINSON: Yes, that is correct. The FTC
18 has approved the budget and posted it to the

19 Federal Register.

20 VI CE CHAIR BROAN:  Thank you. The budget

21 itself, we've been a little frustrated over severa
22 nont hs on the transparency of the budget and the

23 State's rights to have an option to even approve

24  the budget or not. It is non-existent; is that

25 correct?
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MR. TROVBETTA: That is correct. H SA s

budget does not get approved by State racing
conmm ssions, that part is correct.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  And so what we're being
asked today -- we're not being asked to decide
whet her we're going to enter into a new voluntary
I npl ement ati on agreenent. That is down the road.

This is really just whether we will opt in or
opt out of being the bill collector of the
assessnent. It's not approving the budget that
they're proposing or anything to that regard; is
t hat correct?

MR. TROVBETTA: Correct. The decision point
today is whether or not the State of Florida wll
opt in, is the termthat they use, in the federa
| aw. And what that neans is whether or not the
State of Florida will pay the assessnent on Florida
by HI SA directly.

|f we do not do that, those costs are passed
on to cover people that conduct activities in the
state of Florida. Just as a rem nder, there was a
bill passed by the |egislature signed off by the
governor in the previous session that offers a tax
credit for racetracks that are assessed this fee to

of fset sone of that cost.
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VICE CHAIR BROMWN: Yes, that was a great bill.

That being said, Comm ssioners, do you all have any
qguestions? Comm ssioner Drago.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO: | just have a question.
| understand about the |egislation that was passed
| ast session. That is still in effect; correct?
That wasn't just for one termor anything |ike
that? That's still in effect today?

MR. TROVBETTA: Yes, sir. Sorry, Vice Chair.
But, yes, | can respond that that is still in
effect today, yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Thank you. That's all |
have, Vice Chair.

VICE CHAIR BROMWN:  Then will the credits be
adj ust ed based on the new assessnents, the
I ncreased assessnents? | don't recall. | don't
remenber that |anguage specifically in the bill.

MR. TROVBETTA: | don't have the bill in front
of me. | believe it does.

Ms. Stinson, are you able to answer that
gquestion? |If not, that's okay. | don't want to
put you on the spot here. W can |ook at the bil
and get back to you afterwards, if we don't have an
answer .

VICE CHAIR BROAN: Ms. Swai n has a comment
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real quickly.

M5. SWAIN. This is Tracy Swain. Yes, every
year the assessnent is based on the anobunt of nobney
that they paid in the prior fiscal year for the
assessnent. So whatever anount that they pay, if
It increases or decreases determnes their credit
for the next fiscal year.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you so rnuch.

M5. SWAIN:  You're wel cone.

VICE CHAIR BROAN: | appreciate that.
Conmi ssi oner D Aqui | a.

COW SSI ONER D AQUI LA: | just m ght add that
while this year is an inprovenent over the prior
year, if there is an opportunity to give sone
f eedback to H SA when asking for us to consider the
paynent here, if they could please do a nore
t horough job with regard to the presentation of
t heir budget and spending, specifically as it
pertains to non-recurring itens and very | arge
expense itens not broken out in the customary
fashion for approving budgets or at |east not on
the standard that we have in the great state of
Fl ori da.

And if they need nore gui dance on that, we can

get nore specific. And if it's helpful, |I'm

www. | exi t asl egal . com
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specifically referring to professional fees,

litigation costs, adm nistrative costs, as we
answer to our contingent here in Florida in this
transition and what appear to be significantly

I ncreased costs.

And whet her or not they are effective is
nei ther here nor there. So nore hopefully
constructive feedback for H SA as they endeavor to
achi eve their m ssion.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. | just want to
say thank you, Comm ssioner D Aquila. You
enconpassed really the categories that | had
concerns about, having nore information delineated
in the proposed budget when they send it to the
st at es.

You want nore information |ike what are these,
are they recurring, and what are these additional
prof essi onal services for?

Sorry | have no voice.

Commi ssi oner Repp, do you have any questions?

COW SSI ONER REPP: | do not.

COW SSI ONER DRAGO:  Vice Chair, | just want
to make a quick coment. | just want to concur
w th what both you and Conmi ssioner D Aquila are

tal ki ng about. The points Conm ssioner D Aquil a
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brought up I think are critical.

| would just like to offer ny voice as part of
a consensus here that we would ask for that type of
information the next tine, if we can get it. Thank
you.

VI CE CHAI R BROMWN: Thank you, Conmi ssi oner
Drago, for adding that in there. | hope we can
send that nessage through our staff, and | see Lou
has his hand up. But if we can send that nessage,
| know that our team has been collaborating in a
very productive working relationship with H SA and
SO appreciate the coll aboration.

But, yes, when our tracks are being assessed
t hese exorbitant fees, they want to know what those
costs are going towards, other than litigation and
sonme key salary and operating expenses and
t echnol ogy.

M. Tronbetta.

MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you. Now, | wanted to
touch on, you essentially just said that just from
an operational standpoint, just sort of for the
record and just to make sure it's out there. The
working relationship wwth the people fromH SA and
H WU has gone very well. It is a collaboration.

You know, | know that -- |'mnot disagreeing
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with anything that's been said about the

transparency and the budget and how it l|ikely could
i nprove. But fromthe operational side, things
have been going very well.

You know, | give the folks at H SA that have
been working with us a lot of credit in that. Qur
team has adjusted very well to sone of the changes.
And honestly, the relationship between the two
groups, you know, the Gam ng Conm ssion and the
people fromH SA and H WU has been working pretty
well this first year of inplenentation

VI CE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. Al right. Do
t he conm ssioners have any questions before we take
a notion? |s there anybody fromthe public that
woul d 1 ke to speak on this matter?

Seeing none, we are ripe for a notion. W
have a proposed letter that is attached to the
materials ready to take a noti on whenever you al
are ready. Conmm ssioner D Aquil a.

COMM SSIONER D AQUILA:  I'l1 make a notion
that the State will not pay directly, but that the
bill will be passed on to our tracks in the state
of Florida.

VICE CHAIR BROMN:  |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER REPP:  Second.
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VI CE CHAIR BROMWN: Any further discussion?

Al'l those in favor say aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  All right. It passes
unani nously. It does show that our stenographer is
waiting in the | obby, though. W'Il just hold on
until she's admtted. Wth that being said, the
noti on has passed, and staff is prepared to nove
forward with the letter that is attached to the
materials. Thank you so nuch for your work on
this.

Moving on to the second itemand [ast itemon
t he agenda before public conment, discussion of
amended application for cardroomlicense.

Ms. Pouncey.

M5. POUNCEY: ItemNo. 2.1 is an application
from--

VI CE CHAIR BROAN:  You are frozen now.

MR. TROVBETTA: Ms. Vice Chair, | can probably
jump in, if it helps. As M. Pouncey said, Item
No. 2 involves an application for an anendnent of a
cardroomlicense in Case No. 2023-062428. This is
on behalf of Fronton Hol ding, doing business as
Port St. Lucie Card House and/or Casino Fort

Pi er ce.
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They are seeking to anend their cardroom

| i cense application to add four tables. They have
paid the $4,000 |licensing fee and submtted all the
required applications, it |ooks |ike.

Ms. Pouncey, it |ooks Iike you' re maybe back.
| s there anything to add?

M5. POUNCEY: No, that's everything. Sorry.
| don't know what happened. | just dropped.

MR. TROVBETTA: Wth that, I wll nute nyself.
|f there's any questions, | think it sounds |ike
Jam e may be able to help.

VI CE CHAIR BROAN: Thank you, M. Tronbetta.
This is a straightforward application.

Conm ssi oners, do you have any questions for
Ms. Pouncey? Conm ssioner Repp.

COMM SSI ONER REPP:  No. | just wanted to
state that | agree with the staff recommendation to
approve this. | believe it was well set out, and
we've received all the information we need, |
t hi nk, to approve this.

VICE CHAIR BROAN:  And is that a notion?
COW SSI ONER REPP: | would like to make a
notion to approve the reconmendati on to approve the

card tables addition.

VICE CHAIR BROWN:  Thank you. 1Is there a
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Page 18
second?

COW SSI ONER DRAGO.  I'Il second. This is
Conmi ssi oner Drago.

VI CE CHAIR BROWN: Thank you. All those in
favor, say aye.

(Mul tiple ayes.)

VI CE CHAI R BROAN: Mbtion passes unani nously.
Thank you, all. W are on to our final item which
is public comment. |s there anyone fromthe public
that would like to address the Comm ssion at this
time?

Ms. Parker, is there anybody that has
contacted you that would like to speak to us at
this tinme?

M5. PARKER  No, nma'am

VICE CHAIR BROAN: |s there any ot her business
to address, seeing that there is no public comment?

Seeing none. The neeting is adjourned. Thank
you all for organizing this. Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 10:18 a.m)
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I, 1. RIS COOPER, do hereby certify that I

was aut horized to and did stenographically report

t he foregoing renote proceeding,

transcript is a true and conplete record of ny

st enogr aphi ¢ not es.

Dated this 26th day of Novenber

\ L. NG &W’IML“

and that the

. Iris Cooper

St enogr aphi ¢ Reporter

Notary Public, State of Florida
My Conmmi ssion No. 1366674
Expires: July 27, 2025
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